[Post-academic dental specialties 12. Post-graduate specialization in 'dealing with fear of the dentist'].
As a result of the recognized need for dentists with a special expertise in the field of managing and treating patients who are difficult to treat especially because they are fearful, a post-graduate programme was established, in 2001, in 'dealing with fear of dentists.' This 3-year programme of study makes it possible for dentists, both working within and outside of departments of special dental care, to develop knowledge and experience in this field. The intention behind this initiative is to contribute to the quality of care provided to patients who avoid treatment out of fear. A brief summary of the programme's target group and academic goals, as well as its organization and contents are provided.